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First Communion 2019

First Communion, a special right of passage
for boys and girls, marks the beginning of a
new stage in their lives. St. Teresa of Calcutta often indicated that when she made her
First Communion, it changed her life.
“From the age of 5 1/2 years, when I first received Him (Jesus)-The love for souls had been
within—It grew with the years—until I came to
India—with the hope of saving many souls.”
~St. Teresa of Calcutta

For families living in poverty, the cost of the
appropriate outfits can be prohibitive. For
girls it’s a beautiful white dress, veil, undergarments and shoes. For boys it’s a suit, shirt,
tie and shoes. Ladies of Charity provides a
Burlington gift certificate for such families.
These families are referred by the First Communion coordinator in each parish. This assistance enables these children to be a part of
something special.
Please use the enclosed form and send in your
donation for this worthy cause to Ladies of
Charity, 1122 Broadway, Buffalo, NY 14212.
If you have questions, please call the Center at
716-895-4001.
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Theme: St. Teresa of Calcutta

Did You Know?
~Mother Teresa, as she was called, was born
to a strongly Catholic and rich family in Albania on August 26, 1910. Her given name at
baptism was Agnes.
~In 1928 St Teresa sailed for India and spent
almost 70 years there.
~Teresa could speak five languages fluently.
~Mother Teresa was a nun, teacher, trained
as a nurse and in nutrition. She is known as
Mother Teresa of Calcutta where she set up
the headquarters of her missionary sisters.
~She died in September, 1997 at 87.
~There is a book and film about her life called
“Something Beautiful for God”.
~At the time of her death Mother Teresa had
almost 4,000 sisters in nearly 600 communities dedicated to serving the poor.
~She was canonized on September 4, 2016.

Save the Dates
Party Saturday April 13, at Caldwell St.,
Lackawanna.
Mass of Remembrance, Enrollment & Volunteer Luncheon May 16 at SS. Columba –
Brigid Church in Buffalo.
Out of Town Day June 4 at St. Brigid
Church in Bergen.
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Mother Teresa said, “We must do
small things for one another with
great love.”
This message hangs above my desk. I
see this being done with the wrapping of
a glass that goes into a Fresh Start package, the cutting of a sheet for a baby crib
that will go to a newborn, the careful
folding of the clothes that go into the
client’s clothing referral bag, the reading
of a story to preschool children and the
list goes on and on.
Many of you who do not come to the
center, do this daily in all the small tasks
that you perform to help another person….small things with GREAT love.
Mother Teresa was a smart woman. She
knew what she was talking about. All of
these small things make us who we are,
they make us Ladies of Charity. It is a
title to be proud of, wear it well.
Eileen C. Nowak
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Mission Statement
Diocese of Buffalo Ladies of Charity is an organization of
women volunteers embracing the ideals of Saint Vincent de
Paul and Saint Louise de Marillac. We inspire and encourage each other while working with the needy to break
the cycle of poverty in our communities and in our world.

Congratulations to Corrinne Golombek
winner of the Wine Basket Raffle. Enjoy!

Style Show 2018

“I alone cannot change the world, but I can cast a stone across the waters to create many ripples. ~St. Teresa
of Calcutta

Advocacy News
By Holly Walter

The Reproductive Health Care Act, which
greatly expands late term abortions and allows
non-doctors to perform abortions, has been
passed by the New York State Legislature and
signed by the governor. The Catholic Conference opposes this bill and advises everyone to
let their legislators know of their opposition.
The Catholic Conference also opposes an assisted suicide bill which is up for a vote.
Please go to the NYS Catholic Conference's
website www.nyscatholic.org; and on the
conference's toolbar, click on issues, bill
memos, or Take action to find out more
about these issues and what you can do.
AARP NY has been urging NY legislators to
enact a tax credit for caregivers who spend
nearly $7000 a year out of pocket. The tax
credit would reimburse caregivers for 50% of
these costs up to $3,500 for individuals with a
gross income of up to $75,000, and for couples with incomes up to $150,000. The credit
could be used for home health care, transportation and home modifications. Contact your
local legislators on this issue.
Maxine Anstett

Pictured is Miriam Langan, Maxine Anstett, Leona Prinzbach & Mary Dickerson.

Maxine is a six year member of St. Mary’s
of Lancaster LOC. Maxine says that
“honestly, LOC is the best volunteer organization that I have ever been in on my parish

Congress did act to lower prescription drug
costs for those on Medicare Part D by requiring drug manufacturers to pick up more of
the cost. However, the drug manufacturers
have been lobbying Congress to overturn this
measure and shift more costs back onto older
Americans. Call your senators at 844-5677800 and tell them to maintain the Part D improvement.
Because of the federal government shut down
there has been no progress in any of the issues such as health care reform, immigration
especially as it pertains to DACA recipients,
and sensible gun control measures. Hopefully
our new Congress will have reached an
agreement on border security by the time you
read this article and we will have avoided
still another government shut down after legislative inaction on many key issues.
Send emails to our Governor and state legislators on state issues by clicking on Action
Center and/or network@nyscatholic.org.
Call your federal legislators to let them know
your views on national issues. These are all
issues that LCUSA supports on the federal
and state levels and we, as Ladies of Charity,
need to make our voices heard.
and diocesan level. I so enjoy volunteering at
the store. The employees and volunteers are
quite an oasis on Buffalo’s east side. It’s a
special place for me, as I grew up in the East
Lovejoy section of Buffalo which is near
there.”
Maxine has been a volunteer at the Center on
Broadway, working in the Fresh Start Ministry. New bed pillows are provided only to
adults through Fresh Start. As Maxine stated,
“This tugged at the old heart strings!” So,
she started making bed pillows for the children three years ago from donated throw pillows and flannel material. Since there is a
very limited supply of Fresh Start donations,
she now purchases her own materials. Needless to say, she watches for bargains! To
date, she has made 290 pillows. What a
beautiful gift to the children of our Fresh
Start families. Thank you Maxine!

President Kathy Roseti

"What is taking place in America, is a war
against the child. And if we accept that the
mother can kill her own child, how can we tell
other people not to kill one another." ~ Mother
Teresa of Calcutta

New York Governor Andrew Cuomo and the
NYS Legislature enacted historic legislation,
Reproductive Health Act (RHA,) that legalizes the termination of an infant’s life in the
mother’s third trimester if the mother’s health
or life depend on it. The legislature does not
define “mother’s health” so a life may be terminated for virtually any reason.
“The legislation also removes abortion from
the state’s penal code, which closes a criminal avenue to pursue if a baby dies in the
womb through an act of domestic violence or
another crime.” This new legislation is barbaric. Many doctors have stated that there is
no longer ever a medical reason to abort a
child in the third trimester to save a mother’s
life. Babies are viable in the third trimester.
There are eight other states and D.C. that also
allow late-term abortion without restriction

Comments From Clothing Referral
Clients:
Nice, nonjudgemental, professional
I got a sweater for an interview.
I DIDN’T HAVE ANY MONEY TO BUY A
COAT.

(Alaska, Colorado, New Hampshire, New
Jersey, New Mexico, Oregon and Vermont).
Other states are seeking to extend their abortion rights into the third trimester. As Christians we cannot do nothing. I feel as a Catholic women’s group we need to raise our voices for the unborn and let it be known this legislation cannot be tolerated. This is an issue
that will forever define who we are as a culture and country. We need to protect the life
of the unborn and end unnecessary late-term
abortion.
Please take the time to read more about this
law on the Action Center of the NYS Catholic Conference webpage at https://
lifeofficenyc.org/catholic-action-network.

Please also take the time to write to your representative to tell them you are a Lady of
Charity and disappointed with their support
of this bill. Go online at: https://
www.nyscatholic.org/nys-catholic-conferenceaction-center/ to sign the petition requesting

that the law be repealed in its entirety.
Please pray for the intercession of St. Gianna
Molla, the patron saint of mothers, physicians
and preborn children.

The women here are great.
They are so kind and helpful.
The whole experience was great.
Very friendly, perfect, great
You were here for me.

It has helped me with starting over with my
children on my own.

They gave me everything I needed.

God bless you all and thanks for everything.

More of a blessing than they
know.

YOU GUYS ARE GREAT.
Good organization, friendly, helpful

We Ladies of Charity are making a difference!!!!!

Thank You

Pictured: Jan Bausch, Sandy & Norm Pawlak

Sandy and Norm Pawlak from Bergen delivered 89 pairs of new socks to LOC. Sandy had
a birthday party and asked for guests to bring
new socks instead of un-needed gifts. Jan
Bausch, Chair of the Ladies of Charity in Bergen, accompanied the Pawlaks.
Sandy and Norm are asking their children to
give them new socks instead of Christmas
gifts this year to be donated to LOC.

Meet our Happy Quilter
Mary Carroll

Over the years, Ladies of Charity has been
able to raise thousands of dollars from our
Quilt Raffle. The lady behind the quilts in the
last few years is member Mary Carroll. Mary
is also Secretary for the LOC Advisory
Board. Mary started quilting in the early
1980's when it became popular. She started
sewing at an early age and always had a sewing machine, so Mary says learning to quilt
became a natural progression. She does both
machine and hand quilting.

Alice Bachraty was her first quilt instructor.
Mary has participated in many quilting workshops. She has no idea how many quilts she
Thank You St. Gabriel’s
has made in the past 30 plus years, but does
St. Gabriel’s Ladies Guild have a house full of quilts!
selected the Ladies of Char- An active member of the Amherst Quilters
ity Layette Ministry for Guild, Mary is inspired by the guild memtheir annual Christmas bers. The quilters are benevolent people and
charity event. A baby show- are active in outreach programs. Donating a
er was held by the Guild in quilt to LOC is something which makes Mary
December, with their mem- happy as the income from the raffles helps so
bers donating baby items many programs.
for our layette bags made for new mothers. St.
Gabriel’s Officers Sally Herzog and Sue Pace While she is working on a quilt, she is think(photo above) dropped off a car full of baby ing about her next project which is usually
gifts to the LOC. They were given a tour of the adapted from a pattern or from a quilt she has
center by team leader, Patra Magnus and LOC seen. She usually thinks about the colors and
President, Kathy Roseti. They both remarked designs the ladies would like in their homes.
that they were amazed at all of the various She does enjoy being present when the winministries of the Ladies of Charity.
ner is selected to see their reaction. A huge
thank you to Mary Carroll, we all appreciate
Subsequently, the St. Gabriel’s Holy Name your many contributions to LOC!
Society took up a collection of diapers which Above is a photo of the quilt Mary donated
were also donated to the LOC.
for this year’s Quilt Raffle, “Sugar and
Spice”. Mary said it took her about a year to
Thank you to our friends at St. Gabriel of Our make this quilt. The winner will be selected at
Lady of Sorrows Church in Elma!
this year’s Style Show on September 28th.

“The Biggest Lie in the History
of Christianity.”
By Betty Wasielewski

Now that’s a catchy title! For those of you
who are Matthew Kelly fans, you’ll know
that it is the title of his newest book.
The book states that “modern culture is robbing billions of people of happiness”. As Ladies of Charity, our goal is to work together
against all forms of poverty, including spir-

itual. So, the LOC from St. Timothy’s parish,
Tonawanda, decided to purchase this book
for its parishioners as a gift for Christmas.
At each Christmas Mass the book was introduced by a Lady of Charity with a thank you
for all the support the parish has given to LOC
ministries. Parishioners were encouraged to
read just a few pages each day to see how it
would infuse their lives with meaning and
purpose. It was hoped that the contents of the
book would provide practical suggestions to
continue their Christmas journey into the new
year.
All copies were distributed and received with
enthusiasm – a gift that we hope will be an
inspiration to all of us to BE BOLD, BE
CATHOLIC.

Junior Ladies of Charity Chemo Kits for Kids

The JLOC at St. Mary’s in Lancaster received a Hager Grant
from the National Ladies of
Charity for $150 to help fund
their 2018 project of making
Chemo kits for kids.
The girls collected items
throughout the summer and at
the end of August they went
shopping to Dollar Tree and Target to purchase items for the
kits. The kits included such
items as toiletries, toothbrushes,

toothpaste, mouthwash, hand
sanitizer, bath salts, Chapstick,
tissues, socks, headbands, activity or coloring books, crayons,
markers, crossword puzzles,
games, note paper, journals and
greeting cards.
The girls also included a personal note to the child they assembled the bag for, hoping to
bring them comfort. The bags
were given to Oishei Children’s
Hospital and Roswell Park.

Ladies of Charity Shirt Orders
Buffalo LOC shirts can be ordered by contacting
the LOC office at 895-4001.
The shirts are black and embossed with a lilac colored violet flower. Unisex sizing. Allow 6-8 weeks
for delivery.

Short Sleeved T-Shirt
Long Sleeved T-Shirt
Crew Neck Sweatshirt
Polo Shirt

$12.00
$18.00
$20.00
$21.00

Mailing is available at additional cost of $6.00.

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of the Charity Link is June 14, 2019. Please e-mail items to:
Sue Robak at ladiesofcharity1122@gmail.com or mail to Sue Robak 5386 William St., Lancaster, NY 14086.
Store Closing Dates
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April 18-19
Holy Thursday/Good Friday
May 16
Mass of Remembrance, Enrollment & Volunteer
Luncheon
May 28
Memorial Day
June 4
Out of Town Day
July 4
Independence Day

Ladies of Charity
1122 Broadway
Buffalo, NY 14212

March 2
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May 4
June 1
July 13
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organization of Catholic Charities

Saturday
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Saturday
Saturday
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