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Congratulations To
Our Raffle Winners
How awesome is it to
be able to support the
work of the Ladies
of Charity and win a
great prize at the same
time?
The handmade quilt
donated by Mary Carroll was won by Diane Heiss (pictured at
left). Diane is a former Catholic Charities
of Western New York
employee. The lucky winner of the $100 prize was Jeanette Imagna.
Kathleen Chilelli was our Basket of Cheer winner.
Thank you to all who supported both raffles!

Buffalo Well Represented
On LCUSA National Board
Holly Walter, Vincentian Spiritual Moderator for the
Ladies of Charity (LOC) of the Diocese of Buffalo, is
serving as president-elect of the Ladies of Charity of the United States
of America (LCUSA). She previously served LCUSA as a national
board member representing the organization’s Northeastern Region.
Kathy Roseti, president of the LOC
Diocese of Buffalo, is serving as
one of two Northeastern Region
representatives on the LCUSA board.
Holly, whose home parish is St.
Mary of the Assumption, Lancaster, has served on the national board
since 2017. She has been a Lady
of Charity since 2008. She will
succeed current LCUSA President
Peggy Keene of Pittsburgh (the
LCUSA Middle Atlantic Region)
in 2023.
Kathy has been a Lady of Charity since 2013. Her home
parish is St. Gregory the Great, Williamsville.
Congratulations, Holly and Kathy!
Also In This Issue:
• LOC Members Recognized at St.
•

Watch for more news on these
upcoming LOC events:
• Mass of Remembrance
• Virtual Gift Card Raffle

•
•
•
•

Benedict
Compliments from Thrift Store
Shoppers
A Special Memorial Tribute
Report Your Volunteer Hours
A Vincentian Christmas
JLOC Makes Good Use of Grant Funds
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Prayer for
a Time of Pandemic
2020-2021 Executive Board
Eileen Nowak – Director
Kathy Roseti
President/LCUSA Northeastern Region Director
Sharon Darisse
VP of Programs/Publicity
Linda Hall - VP of Membership
Mary Carroll - Secretary
Sally Kingsley - Treasurer/Store Representative
Holly Walter
President-Elect, LCUSA
Vincentian Spiritual Moderator/Advocacy

2020-2021 Advisory Board
Janice Ferguson - School Backpacks
Denise Golpl - Scholarships
Nancy Ortolano
Layettes/Reading Enrichment
Leona Prinzbach - Fresh Start
Tina Skrzypkowiak - Historian
Marian Snyder - Junior Ladies of Charity
Susan Ward - Member at Large/Style Show
Mary Anne Meegan - Sunshine
Judy Burd - Member at Large
Mary Ernest - Member at Large
Mary Joan Fix - Member at Large
Celeste Kray - Member at Large
Margaret Latona - Member at Large
Diane Zwirecki - Charity Link Editor

May we who are merely inconvenienced
remember those whose lives are at stake.
May we who have no risk factors
remember those most vulnerable.
May we who have the luxury of working from home
remember those who must choose between
preserving their health or making their rent.
May we who have the flexibility to care for our
children when their schools close
remember those who have no options.
May we who have to cancel our trips
remember those that have no safe place to go.
May we who are losing our margin money
in the tumult of the economic market
remember those who have no margin at all.
As fear grips our country, let us choose love.
During this time when we cannot physically
wrap our arms around each other,
let us yet find ways to be the loving
embrace of God to our neighbors.
Amen.
- Cameron Bell,
www.ccvichapel.org/post/prayer-for-a-pandemic-cameron-bellm

Office Staff

Delma Funderbunk - Team Leader
Patra Mangus - Team Leader

Mission Statement

The Diocese of Buffalo Ladies of Charity is an organization of women volunteers embracing the ideals of
St. Vincent de Paul and St. Louise de Marillac.
We inspire and encourage each other while working
with the needy to break the cycle of poverty in our
communities and in our world.

LOC Members Recognized
St. Benedict Parish, Eggertsville, has initiated a new
feature, Thankful Thursdays, in its Facebook account.
Each week, tribute is given to one or two parishioners
for service to St. Benedict’s and to the community.
Among the early honorees are Ladies of Charity Dolores Byron, Mary Long, Ruth Scheda and Kathy Sieracki. For details, search for St. Benedict Roman Catholic Church on Facebook.
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From the President

Kathy Roseti

Dear Ladies of Charity,
One thing everyone agrees on, is that 2020 was a very
tough year for many people, in many different ways.
Our organization is no different. Some experts project that one-third of non-profits may fail as a result of
Covid-19. We feel that Ladies of Charity is sound financially, and able to fulfill the mission we are committed to - now and in the future.
Our relationship with Catholic Charities (CCWNY)
has proven to be a valuable one during the pandemic.
Our Fresh Start Program benefited from grants they received, providing new utensils, cleaning and personal
care items for these clients. Of note, all Fresh Start and
clothing referral clients received the assistance they
needed, as CCWNY staff stepped in and filled those requests while LOC volunteers were unable to - either out
of an abundance of caution and/or because they were
quarantined due to government restrictions. We were
able to provide homebound bags to 578 people this
Christmas, with minimal cost to LOC. The products
for the bags were also made available to these clients
through grant money. CCWNY staff filled those bags,
and also filled 988 Christmas toy referrals.

data, we may have suffered an estimated $25,000 in
lost income during this time.
So, we have some challenges ahead, but we are cautiously optimistic that with the following actions and
more, we will remain financially sound:
* Through our “Special Campaign” last April, our
members generously donated more than $5,000.
* Our quilt and Basket of Cheer raffles were successful
fund raisers, raising in excess of $1,000.
* We reopened our thrift store to the public in October.
While traffic and sales are below pre-Covid numbers,
we are taking actions to increase our numbers safely.
* We recently increased the number of days we are
open to four (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday).
* We have suspended offering new LOC scholarships
for students entering high school in September of 2021.
* We will hold a virtual gift card raffle this spring to replace Party Saturday, an event that has been one of our
major fundraising events. Watch for more info to come!
The Ladies of Charity are more than 400 years old internationally, and Buffalo will celebrate 80 years in December of this year. We have a dedicated, supportive,
kind and generous membership and we will endeavor
to continue in our service to the poor in a productive,
responsible and caring manner.
Please keep our members and organization in your
prayers - and thank you for all you do!

In March 2020, the thrift store was closed due to God Bless,
Covid-19 restrictions, in order to protect our volunteers,
the CCWNY staff and the public. Based on historical 				- Kathy

“I love shopping at my neighborhood thrift store!”

The LOC Thrift Store has reopened on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. Our customers are happy we’re
back. At left, Malini noted that , “I got a new job and was able to get black pants and red tops for the required uniform.
I love the store!” And at right, after filling two bags, Olivia said, “I love shopping at my neighborhood thrift store!”
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From the Director
Eileen Nowak

Dear Friends,
This past year is certainly one for the books - and 2021
is not going to be far behind.
In the last year, we lost many of our dear ladies due to
many reasons, some due to Covid-19 …so sad. Let us
keep all of them and their families in our thoughts and
prayers.
I wanted to share my thoughts on three of those ladies
whom I got to know very well over the last 30 years
that I have been with you. The reason I feel you should
know more about them is they all were past presidents
of Ladies of Charity, they all became friends over the
years with each other and myself, and they all did so
much to enhance the organization - both locally and nationally. They gave of themselves with dedication that
went above and beyond their calling.
The following is not meant to be a total history of each
of them, but my reflections to their dedication:
Dorothy Geitl
Dorothy passed away at 102 years young on December
26. She was LOC president from 1989 to 1993.
I first met Dorothy when I came to LOC in 1990. She
was a dynamo, a woman who lost her husband in their
30’s and brought up her children alone. Not an easy
task. She was a person who volunteered at her church,
at every theater (as an usher), and still was at Ladies
almost every day of the week into her 90’s. But, she was
still coming once a week to work in the store almost
until the end.
Besides working in the store, I asked her to chair the
Fresh Start Program back then, and she did that till in
her 90’s as well. I should mention I golfed with her
when she was 95 years old …18 holes … and she was
still good. She stayed on for an extra two years as president, as we were in a transition period, and she was
always a person who could not say no when there was
a need.
Dorothy was a strong willed, determined and dedicated
woman whom I will never forget.
Betty Connor
Betty was from Lockport and would come into Ladies
of Charity to volunteer her time at least twice a week,

up until her husband became ill a few years ago. She
served as President from 2001 to 2005.
This small woman was a huge resource to Ladies and to
her parish. Her devotion to Ladies was tenfold. She was
a wonderful president and a true lady in every sense of
the word. Her real claim to fame came when she partnered with Kathy Dolan to co-chair the Style Shows
for many, many years. She also worked with Kathy
sorting and bagging thousands of hats and mittens for
children for Christmas toy giveaways each December.
She would go into the basement at Ladies - not the most
luxurious of places to work for hours on hats and mittens or style show clothing, as that was there as well.
Betty was one of the most organized and well written
women. She proved to be an inspiration.
Kathy Dolan
Kathy Dolan was President of LOC of Buffalo from
2011 to 2014. She was a woman who made sure that
if she was in charge of something … you needed to
follow her lead. That was not a bad thing, as she did an
excellent job with all of it.
Her contribution to the Style Show was amazing. As
I sit here and think of the fact that it was and is our
largest fund raiser each year, she helped bring in more
than $100,000 in revenue over the many years we had
this event. We are hoping we can have it again in 2021.
Look for updates on that.
She wrote the narrative each year and brought laughter to crowds of at least 300 guests with her wit and
wording. She also worked in the store for many years
and would even, at 80 years old, be a paid pantry staff
person, part time for Catholic Charities. She moved to
Ohio to be with family and that is where she passed
away, from Covid-19.
Yes, these Three Amigos are gone from the earth, but
their legend stories live on with all who knew and loved
them.
You may not have known them personally, but you can
see the huge impact their volunteering made on the Diocese of Buffalo Ladies of Charity. Please keep them
and their families in your prayers.
I was the lucky one to know each of them as a volunteer
and friend.
Be safe and know even though the pandemic is still
among us, your organization is carrying out the mission
you pledged your dedication to.

				- Eileen
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We remember …

Along with Dorothy, Betty and Kathy, we remember the following Ladies of Charity who have recently passed
away. We honor them all for their many Works of Mercy toward improving the lives of those living in poverty
throughout our community.

Ida Garringer
Ann Hession
Lucille Kalec
Helene Kemnitzer
Mildred Kowalski
Helen Marien
Dorothy Rosche
Ellen Sieriej

Isabel Svisco
Agnes Tarnawskyj
Mary Terranova
Betty Walrod
Norma Welch
Betty Wrege
Luci Youngers
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Please Report Volunteer Hours to LOC

If you are not reporting your volunteer hours, this is for ed to LCUSA annually. Without accurate reporting by
our members, we are forced to estimate volunteer hours
you!
and activities.
As you know, the Ladies of Charity seeks ways to continue the work of St. Louis de Marillac and St. Vincent How to Report
de Paul by partnering with the poor and marginalized, Enclosed is this issue is a form that should be used by all
especially women and children, and others in works of parish groups and independent LOC members to report
charity and justice. This means not only meeting cor- volunteer hours and/or the number of people served. It
poral and spiritual needs, but also advocating to change also highlights in red examples of activities that you
systems that have contributed to someone’s personal might include in the various report categories. If you
situation.
need additional information, please call the Center at
As we carry out our mission, our volunteer activities (716) 895-4001. Parish groups can prepare a single remight be undertaken through hands-on care and sup- port, summarizing the data from of all their members.
port, or indirectly through activities which help to sus- When to Report
tain the overall LCUSA mission. Fundamental to our
responsibilities as Catholic women, we seek activities Please note: the hours of volunteer work completed by
that support the mission of our faith throughout our par- members at our Center on Broadway are captured from
the sign-in sheet and do not need to be included in your
ishes, diocese and community.
individual or parish report. All other hours and activiWhy Report to LOC?
ties should be reported quarterly.
Gathering information on the volunteer hours and activ- Please mail all reports to LOC at 1122 Broadway, Bufities of our members is essential in applying for grants falo, NY 14212. Thank you!
and other recognition of our associates. It is also report-

Junior Ladies Touch Lives Using Grant Funds
The Junior Ladies of Charity at St. Mary of the Assumption, Lancaster, were awarded a $150 Hager Grant from
the LCUSA for their 2020 Winter Warmth Bags project.
The girls submitted the grant application in February
2020 and completed the project in January 2021.

Unfortunately, due to Covid-19, local organizations
were unable to accept the tee shirt bags, since they
were not brand new. So instead, the girls donated the
warm winter items to The Response to Love Center,
Gerard Place families, and their second grade pen pals
at Buffalo Public School #6 on South Division Street.
The organizations were thrilled to receive the donations
and are distributing them to those in need. As for the tee
shirt bags, Gerard Place accepted them for use in their
community outreach program for food distribution in
the near future.

The girls started the project
last winter and early spring by
watching for clearance sales and
purchasing winter hats, gloves,
scarves and warm socks for almost 300 items for needy men,
women and children.
The girls not only spent the $150 grant, but also more
The girls also collected 67 gen- than $350 from their treasury - and many girls personaltly used tee shirts and made re- ly donated items for the project, which they purchased
usable bags out of them during on their own. During this uncertain time, this project
allowed the Junior Ladies to continue serving our comJunior Lady of Char- the spring and summer months. munity and make a difference to the many people this
ity Kaylyn O’Grady, The original plan was to place
a sophomore at St. sets of the warm winter items project touched.
Mary’s High School,
works on tee shirt bags into the bags and donate them to The girls are already in the process of planning a new
as part of the JLOC’s soup kitchens, food pantries and project for 2021and will be submitting their Hager
Hagar Grant project. homeless shelters in Buffalo.
Grant application to the LCUSA in February.

The Vincentian Family Helps Make Christmas Bright
for Symphony Manor Residents
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by Holly Walter & Marian Snyder

Vincentian ministries at St. Mary of the Assumption,
Lancaster, spent the months of November and December 2020 planning and preparing to make Christmas a
little brighter for the residents and staff of Symphony
Manor, an assisted living facility in the heart of the village of Lancaster.
St. Mary’s Ladies of Charity got the ball rolling by buying gifts for facility residents, providing raffle gifts, and
writing at least three holiday cards for each resident to
cheer them up. Beverly Sikora served as chair of the
Ladies of Charity effort, and the ladies worked from
home and from the rectory at St. Mary's Church on November 18 and 19. They delivered their gifts as they
were purchased, to be wrapped at the facility.
In partnership with the
Ladies of Charity, the
St Vincent de Paul Society and Junior Ladies of Charity agreed
to help in the purchase
and delivery of stockings, stocking stuffers
and gifts. St Vincent
de Paul contributed 40
pairs of socks for men,
gloves for all the residents, men's hats and
briefs, women's slippers, and 30 rolls of gift
wrap. The Junior Ladies
helped fill 120 festive
Members of the Junior Ladies new felt Christmas
of Charity joined Ladies of
stockings, which were
Charity and St. Vincent de Paul donated by a generous
Society members at St. Mary of
the Assumption, Lancaster, to parishioner. Donations
brighten the Christmas season were dropped off after
for residents of nearby
being sorted into men's
Symphony Manor.
and women's stockings
on December 22, in time to set them up in front of the
fireplace for the facility’s Christmas Party.
The stockings contained toiletries and personal care
items such as toothbrushes and paste, combs, razors, after shave, soaps, lotion, deodorants, tissues, and snacks
of crackers, cookies and granola bars. The Junior Ladies
also made table favors for the Christmas celebration.
Junior Ladies Lauren and Emma Richardson worked
on 43 women's stockings, and Lauren and Ella Weydig

did the same for 35 men's stockings. Sharon Ellis, activities director at Symphony Manor, wrapped the gifts
as they came in from everyone.
It was a tremendous group effort by the Vincentian
family at St. Mary's. The Ladies of Charity first began
helping the residents of Symphony Manor back in May,
when they purchased flowering plants for female residents for Mother's Day. They have been aiding and
supporting the residents ever since, during the many
months of the coronavirus pandemic, which continues
to force isolation and loneliness on many in nursing
homes and assisted living facilities. The cooperation
between three of the branches of the Vincentian family
is a good example of how we can work together to assist those in need in our communities.
A quote from the writings of St Vincent de Paul states,
"Come now, let us engage ourselves with renewed love
to serve the poor, and let us ever seek out the poorest
and most abandoned of all.”
We can all live by his words during this most difficult
time in our nation and the world - and bring joy all year
long to those in need.

More Christmas Cheer
Catholic Charities staff (top photo) and Canisius College students assisted the Ladies of Charity with the
Christmas 2020 toy drive.

The deadline for submissions for the next issue of
Charity Link is Friday, June 11, 2021.
Please email items to Diane Zwirecki at
diane@stmarysonthehill.org or 155 Canal Landing
Boulevard, Apt. 607, Rochester, NY 14626.
Thank you!

Please remember in
your prayers those
affected by Covid-19
throughout the world.

Ladies of Charity “Lots of Clothes” Thrift Store
1122 Broadway, Buffalo 		
(716) 895-4001
locbuffalo.org
Open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Affordable prices for clothing, jewelry, books, shoes, toys and seasonal items.
All are new or gently used.

Return Service Requested
Ladies of Charity: a volunteer organization of
Catholic Charities

Ladies of Charity
1122 Broadway
Buffalo, NY 14212
Catholic Charities of Buffalo

Buffalo, NY
Permit No. 949

PAID

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage

