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The Ladies of Charity Diocese of Buffalo’s annual 
Mass of Remembrance was held on Thursday, June 
17 at the Sacred Heart of Jesus Shrine, Bowmansville. 
Mass was concelebrated by Fr. Roy Herberger and Fr.  
Lukasz Kopala, pastor of Sacred Heart Church.
Deceased members were honored and remembered 
fondly for their many years of service to the poor. Fr. 
Roy’s homily spoke of the impact LOC volunteers have 
on the lives of those living in poverty. He also acknowl-
edged of the work Eileen Nowak, who retired June 30 
as director of the Ladies of Charity, after more than 
30 years in that role. LCUSA President Peggy Keene, 
Northeastern Vice President Irene Siedlarczyk, Mid At-

Mass of Remembrance & New Member Investiture Held
Luncheon Following Mass Honors Outgoing Director Eileen Nowak

lantic Vice President Karen Radu, and Fran Simkulet, 
outgoing president of the Binghamton Ladies of Charity, 
were honored 
guests.  Peg-
gy and Irene 
joined Father 
Roy, Kathleen 
Roseti and 
Linda Hall 
in the inves-
titure of new 
members who 
attended the 
Mass. 
A luncheon 
followed at 
Joseph’s Ban-
quet Center, 
Depew, to recognize and honor Eileen. In addition to 
messages by Peggy and Irene, tributes by Kathleen 
Roseti and Kathleen Sieracki highlighted the many 
people Eileen has helped through her work with Cath-
olic Charities and the Ladies of Charity and her posi-
tive impact on our organization. Eileen gave a heartfelt 
message on her personal experience with our organiza-
tion, but especially our members, many of whom be-
came her friends.  She thanked everyone for a perfect 
and unexpected day as well as the gifts presented to her. 
We will be forever grateful for Eileen’s leadership and 
friendship and wish her well on her next adventure!

Pictured at the 2021 Mass of Remembrance are, from left 
to right: front row: Holly Walter, Mary Kuhn, Peggy Keene, 

Irene Siedlarcyk, Joanne Randles, and Marily Sowinski; 
middle row: Eileen Nowak, Anita Castilio, Joan Piecuh and 
Mary Ann Dulski, and back row: Rev. Lukasz Kopala and 

Rev. Roy Herberger.
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Ladies of Charity
Diocese of Buffalo

2021-2022 Executive Board
Eileen Nowak – Director
Kathy Roseti  - President

Sharon Darisse
VP of Programs/Publicity

Linda Hall - VP of Membership
Mary Carroll - Secretary

Sally Kingsley - Treasurer/Store Representative
Holly Walter

Vincentian Spiritual Moderator/Advocacy

2020-2021 Advisory Board
Janice Ferguson - School Backpacks

Denise Golpl - Scholarships
Nancy Ortolano

Layettes/Reading Enrichment
Leona Prinzbach - Fresh Start
Tina Skrzypkowiak - Historian

Marian Snyder - Junior Ladies of Charity
Susan Ward - Member at Large/Style Show

Judy Burd - Member at Large
Mary Ernest - Member at Large
Judy Huber - Member at Large

Margaret Latona - Member at Large
Judy Mislin - Member at Large

Office Staff
Delma Funderbunk - Team Leader

Patra Mangus - Team Leader

Mission Statement
The Diocese of Buffalo Ladies of Charity is an orga-
nization of women volunteers embracing the ideals of 

St. Vincent de Paul and St. Louise de Marillac.
We inspire and encourage each other while working 
with the needy to break the cycle of poverty in our 

communities and in our world.

2021 Quilt Raffle Under Way

We again thank Ladies of Charity member and Advi-
sory Board Secretary Mary Carroll for her donation of 
a beautiful quilt for this year’s raffle. Our 2021 quilt is 
“made with modern fabrics using designs from antique 
quilts.  It has earth tones set in a light polka dot back-
ground.  The quilt was machine quilted with an overall 
feather design and would look good in any bedroom.”  
Please consider purchasing raffle tickets in support of 
our many ministries and programs. An insert with tick-
ets and more information is included in this issue of 
Charity Link. Thank you!

Thanks to the generosity of Ladies of Charity Diocese 
of Buffalo members, the First Communication 

celebration of these five girls at SS Columba-Brigid 
Parish, Buffalo, on June 6 was made more special. LOC 

donated vouchers for their outfits. 

A Special 
First Communion Day
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From the President
Kathy Roseti

I write today about our outgoing director, Eileen 
Nowak. Eileen has worked tirelessly to help those in 
living in poverty in Western New York for more than 
30 years. We thank Eileen for her commitment to her 
employees, the Ladies of Charity organization and our 
volunteers, Catholic Charities, and the many thousands 
of clients whose life she has touched over the years. 
We also thank her for the great care she has taken post 
retirement to ensure our new Executive Director, Julie 
Lulek, is properly briefed on all facets of the Ladies of 
Charity.
A few years ago, we created a tapestry made of ribbon 
during our World Day of the Poor event.  The title of 
the tapestry is Begin to Weave and God Will Provide 
the Thread. It is displayed in the hallway on Broadway. 
Each ribbon represents our ministries, our volunteers, 
the Catholic Charities workers, and the many acts of 
love and kindness interwoven to positively impact on 

the lives of the people we help. God’s love is interwo-
ven into our tapestry. Through the Ladies of Charity, 
God’s love has lifted the burdens of the downtrodden, 
forgotten and poverty-stricken. God put the thread for 
more than 30 years in Eileen’s hands. Eileen provided 
the leadership needed to bring the resources of the La-
dies of Charity and Catholic Charities together to tend 
to the needs of those in Western New York who needed 
our assistance; to ease their burden with dignity. 
It has been my great honor for the last three years as 
your president to work with Eileen to mesh together the 
great mission of our organization with the mission of 
Catholic Charities in carrying out our ministries. I have 
seen first-hand how Eileen has helped us help those in 
need, as she says, “on a dime.” It is not unusual for 
her to be in Walmart at 6 a.m. purchasing underwear 
and socks for our clothing referrals, or at Dollar Gen-
eral wheeling and dealing for the best price on pillows, 
blankets, frying pans or cleaning supplies.  Or speaking 
at a community organization about “Ladies” and our 
ministries … many times leaving with a car full of baby 
items and diapers. It is amazing to watch the boxes, 
bags and pallets of products delivered - many contri-
butions a result of Eileen’s networking with businesses, 
LOC parish groups and other friends of LOC and Cath-
olic Charities throughout our community. Many also as 
the result of the grants Eileen and her staff have sought 
out for us. 
The past year has been quite an experience. The im-
pact of the pandemic might have been fatal for us as a 
non-profit. But Eileen made tough decisions, including 
closing our thrift store. But LOC did not close. Many 
of our ministries carried on because of Eileen’s lead-
ership. We are in a good position financially as well, 
as the result of Eileen’s careful and prudent use of our 
resources. She has excellent insight, a great sense for 
business, excellent management, communication and 
listening skills, fundraising ideas, and people skills, 
and she has built great relationships through her con-
nections with the community.
I could go on.  She deeply cares for our volunteers and 
her staff, both professionally and personally. She cares 
for our clients and our organization, and respects the 
Vincentian charism.  We thank Eileen for her devotion 
and hard work, we are forever grateful, and we wish 
Eileen and David many happy years in their retirement!
The threads of our tapestry are strong as we approach 
our 80th year in Buffalo!  Eileen may be stepping away 
from her job as executive director, but she is forever - a 
Lady of Charity.  
  -  Kathy

Prayer for the Assumption of Mary

Father in heaven,
all creation rightly gives You praise,

for all life and all holiness come from You.
In the plan of your wisdom

she who bore the Christ in her womb
was raised body and soul in glory to be 

with Him in Heaven.
May we follow her example in reflecting 

your holiness
and join in her hymn of endless 

love and praise.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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From the Director
Eileen Nowak

Dear Friends,

It is time for me to say farewell to the most ambitious 
and mission-driven group of women I have ever met. 
The last 31 years have been a daily blessing for me to 
be able to be your director.

As a group, we have gone from being “hidden under a 
basket” to letting our light shine to the greater Western 
New York area and even the nation. We have gone from 
being broke to being financially able to help thousands 
of people in need yearly. We have done this together - it 
has been a true team effort by many over the last years.
There is a new director coming on to assist you to con-
tinue with the mission. Her name is Julie Lulek, and 
she will be assisted by our very own Carolyn Stuart. 
They will be a great team to keep all your programs and 
efforts in the forefront. You also have an amazing and 
competent Advisory Board being led by a true Lady 
of Charity, Kathy Roseti. They will certainly have the 
tools to keep you on an even keel.

I thank you for your kind words, cards and well wishes. 
The mass and lunch on June 17 was like nothing I ever 
would have expected. It was a perfect ending to a job I 
took 31 years ago, thinking I would stay for one year, 
as I had other plans after the year. The organization and 
the women of faith took me by storm and helped me 
to appreciate the strength that we had and could have 
as a group to make differences in so many individuals’ 
lives. It also gave me the blessing of meeting and work-
ing with so many wonderful women who helped me 
grow as an individual in my faith and abilities. 

I am proud to say I was your director for almost 31 
years out of the 80 years you will celebrate this year as 
Ladies of Charity in Buffalo and I will with you, as a 
member.
You are the reason I stayed 31 years … Thank you.
God bless,
   - Eileen

For a special tribute to Eileen, see pages 6 and 7.

Julie Lulek started with Catholic Char-
ities three years ago as Director of 
School-based Services. She has been 
directly responsible for the oversight, 
management and expansion of all of the 
Catholic Charities school-based pro-
grams, Last year, she also took on ad-
ditional oversight and responsibility of 

Catholic Charities Care Coordination Services.  

Julie has a background in public health and has worked 
in various sectors of healthcare, but always with a fo-
cus on low-income and marginalized communities. She 
holds a BA in Biology and a Master’s in Public Health.

Meet Our New Director:
Julie Lulek

A big thank you to the parishioners of St. Brigid’s Par-
ish, Bergen, for their generous contribution of new un-
derwear and socks through their Lenten “Briefs” col-
lection.  Pictured below with an over-flowing cart of 
the items collected are Jan Bausch of the St. Brigid’s 
Ladies of Charity and Sandy Pawlak, who spearheaded 
the collection. These items are being given to those in 
need through LOC Diocesan Clothing Referrals. Sandy 
has made this ministry a personal commitment, asking 
family and friends to donate new socks for her birthday 
and wedding anniversary in lieu of gifts. She estimates 
she has been able to donate 2,000 pairs of socks as a 
result!

St. Brigid’s Donates 
Lenten “Briefs”
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The Junior Ladies of Charity (JLOC) at St. Mary of 
the Assumption, Lancaster, were very busy this spring 
helping the residents of the Symphony Manor assisted 
living facility, also located in Lancaster.  

For Easter, the girls made treat bags full of candy for 
Symphony Manor’s 80 plus residents. Kathy Roseti, 
Buffalo LOC president, gave the Juniors a big box of 
handmade Easter favors that had been donated to the 
LOC thrift store, and they were delivered to the Man-
or for use during the Easter celebration. The "senior" 
members of St. Mary's  Ladies of Charity donated raf-
fle baskets for the Manor’s annual Good Friday raffle.  

A Busy Spring for the Junior Ladies in Lancaster
by Holly Walter and Marian Snyder

The residents love raffles - and the ladies were only too 
happy to oblige. Baskets full of useful and fun goodies 
were placed on a table, so the residents could check out 
the contents.
The JLOC worked on helping to make Mother's Day 
2021 special for the ladies of Symphony Manor as 
well. The Manor supplied the juniors with 24 beauti-
ful ceramic crosses that had been donated to them, and 
JLOC member Anna Brown filled them with candy and 
decorated the containers that held each one, for the 24 
mothers. Anna also decorated and filled 17 small boxes 
with candy as favors for the other women at the facility. 
Katherine College made 42 beautiful laminated book 
marks for each of the ladies. Several girls made Moth-
er's Day cards and donated cookies.
In return, Manor residents have been busy making tags 
for the LOC store and decorating large white bags for 
the homebound for next Christmas.
The JLOC begin regular meetings again in June in the 
open-air pavilion at St. Mary's, and will gather there to 
work on summer projects as well, beginning with a Fa-
ther's Day project for the Manor and their LOC Hagar 
Grant Project to benefit Gerard Place residents in Buf-
falo. The "senior " ladies began meeting under the pa-
vilion at St. Mary's in May and will continue to do so 
during the summer. They also work on many projects 
together at their meetings, which keeps everyone busy 
helping those who need our assistance.

LOC President Thanked
As Pandemic Winds Down

Kathy Roseti, 
president of the 
Buffalo Diocese 

Ladies of Charity, 
received a 

succulent dish gar-
den from Catholic 
Charities of Buffa-
lo staff members, 
for her hard work 

and dedication 
throughout the 

Covid-19 
pandemic. 

Kudos, Kathy!

Lots of Clothes!
LOC Thrift Store Reopens

Lots of Clothes thrift store customer Carolyn Evans is 
happy the LOC store on Broadway in Buffalo has re-
opened after the Covid-19 pandemic. Carolyn recalled 

her mother bringing her to the store as a child.
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A Very Special Tribute ...
Eileen Nowak retired July 1 after 31 years of service as Ladies of Charity Diocese of Buffalo director. 

Congratulations and many blessings for a happy and healthy retirement, Eileen!
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Congratulations, Thank You and
Many Blessings, Eileen!
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Oh Mary, conceived 
without sin, 
pray for us.

The deadline for submissions for the next issue of 
Charity Link is Friday, October 15, 2021. 
Please email items to Diane Zwirecki at 

diane@stmarysonthehill.org or 
48 Timber Creek Trail, Gates, NY 14606. 

Thank you!

Ladies of Charity “Lots of Clothes” Thrift Store
1122 Broadway, Buffalo   (716) 895-4001  locbuffalony.org

Open Monday through Friday 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Affordable prices for clothing, jewelry, books, shoes, toys and seasonal items. 

All are new or gently used.


