
 

(Pictured L to R:  Holly Walter, Julie Lulek, Marilyn Coughlin, Catherine Kwiatkowski, Christine Ciminelli, Fa-
ther Kopala, Marya Kopacz,  Rosemary Metz, Kathy Roseti and Linda Hall, Not pictured Ann Marie George) 

 
Welcome Diocese of Buffalo’s New Ladies of Charity 

A Mass of Remembrance and the enrollment of new members was held on May 12th, at Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus Church and Shrine.  Over 60 women attended.  We enjoyed a morning of 
full sunshine and light breezes as we participated in a Mass held outside at the Shrine, cele-
brated by Fr. Lukasz Kopala, Pastor.  Linda Hall served as Lector and Holly Walter as Cantor.  
We remembered all of our members who passed away during the past year. 
 
Fr. Kopala, along with President, Kathleen Roseti; and Membership VP, Linda Hall; inducted 
several new members and presented them with the Ladies of Charity crucifix and service 
manual.  Father also bestowed a Special Blessing on Director and new LOC member Julie 
Lulek.  Each woman was also given a beautiful rose. 
 
Afterwards, we walked to the nearby Parish Center in Chesterton Academy for a superb lunch 
of Chicken salads, breadsticks and wonderful homemade cupcakes, all provided by caterer 
“An Enchanted Taste”. The beautiful table centerpieces were crafted and donated by Dianne 
Sippel.  A lucky person at each table won the centerpiece to take home.  
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2021-2022 Advisory Board 

 
 

Executive Board 

 
Director                                                               Julie Lulek 
President                 ,                                    Kathleen Roseti 
VP of Programs/Publicity                            Sharon Darisse 
VP of Membership                                              Linda Hall 
Recording Secretary                                        Mary Carroll 
Treasurer/Store Representative                     Sally Kingsley 
Vincentian Spiritual Moderator                       Holly Walter 
 

 
 

Advisory Board 
 

Backpacks                                                   Janice Ferguson 
Scholarships                                                     Denise Golpl 
Layettes/Reading Enrichment                     Nancy Ortolano 
Fresh Start                                                  Leona Prinzbach 
Historian                                                  Tina Skzypkowiak 
Junior Ladies of Charity                               Marian Snyder  
Style Show Co-Chairs      Susan Ward and Nancy Ortolano 
Member at Large                                                 Judy Burd 
Member at Large                                              Mary Ernest 
Member at Large                                      Margaret Latona 
Member at Large                                               Judy Mislin  
                                                                                                                      

Office Staff 
 

Team Leader                                          Delma Funderburk                                    
Outreach Specialist                                    Denise Watroba 

 
 

Mission Statement 

 
Diocese of Buffalo Ladies of Charity is an organization of 
women volunteers embracing the ideals of Saint Vincent de 
Paul and Saint Louise de Marillac.  We inspire and en-
courage each other while working with the needy to break 
the cycle of poverty in our communities and in our world. 
 

Director’s Corner 
Hello and Happy Summer!   
I have officially circled all of 
the seasons as Director of La-
dies of Charity.  While I know 
I still have much to learn – I 
have gained so much 
knowledge, support, and encouragement 
throughout the past year.  Thank you, to the 
MANY who have lent support and patience 
with me, as I navigated the new role, peo-
ple, programs, and experiences.  It’s hard to 
believe it’s been a year already – but you 
know what they say – “time flies when you 
are having fun!”  And it’s true – this role 
and the people that I get to work with, are 
such a joy.   
It may have taken nearly a year to make it 
happen, but I am thrilled and honored to 
officially be named a Lady of Charity.  I 
was inducted as a member last month, and 
truly feel blessed to be considered one of 
the group. 
Bittersweet news from 1122 Broadway - 
Patra Mangus, Team Lead at LOC and 
Catholic Charities staff member who has 
worked at the Center for 14 years, has 
stepped away from work and into retire-
ment.  Patra will be missed by so many, but 
we are happy for her as she begins this new 
chapter.   
Thankfully Delma Funderburk is staying 
put as the Team Lead – and we are excited 
to welcome Denise Watroba to support 
LOC as an Outreach Specialist.  Denise has 
worked at LOC over the past few years, to 
fill in here and there – but now you can 
expect to see her at the center full-time, 
supporting the programs and ministries of 
LOC. 
Thank you for all you do to support the 
mission of Ladies of Charity! 
With warm regards, 
Julie 

Save the Date 
 
*Ladies Day Out – 7/12/2022 
*National Assembly Knoxville— 8/26-8/27/2022 
*Style Show— 9/24/2022 
*National Assembly Buffalo– 9/8-9/9/2023 

We Extend a Warm Welcome to  
Denise Watroba,  

Recently Assigned to LOC as a full 
time CCWNY  

Outreach Specialist.  
Congratulations Denise! 

& 
A BIG Thank You to Ann Marie 

George who has volunteered to be our 
next editor of the Charity Link! 



 

Ladies of Charity  
First Communion Ministry 

Reaches Nigeria! 
 
The Diocese of Buffalo Ladies of Charity 
provided funding to the Sisters of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus in Nigeria so that 
they could purchase the material to 
make First Communion outfits to 40-60 
children.  Please enjoy the photos of 
these young people as they make the 
Sacrament of First Communion on June 
3rd. The Sisters thank our association for 
our “kindness and generosity”. 
 

 

Choose Love                                                                                                                          
In the words of the Reverend Michael Fisher, Bishop of Buffalo at the Interfaith Pray-
er Service for the Victims of the May 14th Mass Shooting:  “First and foremost, love of 
one another - and as Jesus demonstrated - love that inspires us to lay down our lives 
for each other.  It requires care and concern for those in need, those whose prospects 
are less - and then discernable effort to alleviate their struggle.  It requires giving 
voice to those who society has ignored or discarded - speaking up and speaking out 
when the actions and words of some would diminish others, slandering individuals 
and whole communities with repulsive stereotypes and distortions.  It means 
demonstrating hearts of true empathy, and a commitment to doing whatever is in 
our power to reach out and support those whose lives have been marked by tragedy 
and injustice, through no fault of their own.” 
Let us pray for the 10 people who lost their lives on May 14th at TOPs Supermarket 
in Buffalo:  Celestine Chaney, Roberta Drury, Andre Mackniel, Katherine Massey, 
Margus Morrison., Heyward Patterson, Aaron Salter, Geraldine Talley, Ruth Whit-
field, and Pearl Young.   
Their deaths and those of so many others are a stark reminder of the evil that is 
among us and which compelled a young man to disregard the humanity of these peo-
ple.  Let us come together to pray for the victims, for peace, and to help those who 
society has diminished.  Choose Love,  God is Love. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

National Assemblies 
                                                                                                                 by Kathleen Sieracki 

 
The 2022 National Assembly of the Ladies of Charity USA (LCUSA) will be held in Knox-
ville, Tenn., August 26th and 27th. This meeting is eagerly anticipated after a two-year hiatus 
due to the pandemic.  The theme is 2022 Vision:  Seeing Christ in the Faces of Those We 
Serve.  Several members from our Buffalo association will attend and meet women from 
across the country, hear inspiring speakers, and participate in table discussions and work-
shops.  The assembly will begin and end with Masses.  A new National Board of Directors 
for 2023-2024 will be installed.  We are proud to announce that Holly Walter of Lancaster, 
Lay Vincentian Spiritual Moderator for our association, will be President of LCUSA for the 
next two years. Let us all keep her in our prayers as she accepts this challenge. 
For more information on this year’s National Assembly please refer to:  

http://aic/ladiesofcharity.us/national-assembly-2022 

Those of us attending this year’s assembly will have another purpose in mind.  We will be 
closely observing how all the moving parts of the assembly are organized, to help us prepare 
for the 2023 National Assembly, scheduled in Buffalo, September 8th and 9th.  The Hyatt 
Regency Hotel in the heart of downtown will be the headquarters.  Many volunteers are be-
ginning to talk about presenting a meaningful and memorable experience for everyone.  We 
are also aiming to introduce our visitors to the many attractions in Buffalo and Western New 
York.  Bishop Fisher has agreed to preside at the closing Mass at St. Joseph’s Cathedral. 
Many of our members have already volunteered to help with this undertaking, and more will 
be needed.  Please mark September 8th and 9th , 2023, on your calendar and pray for the suc-
cess of the assembly. 

Calling all Knitters and Crochet Enthusiasts! 
       

    by Marilyn Leslie 
 

We have a fulfilling and fun project for our needlewomen.  
There’s going to be a new addition to our Homebound Ministry 
this year.  Dishcloths  and washcloths of any size and pattern will 
be practical items in each gift bag.  The cloths must be made with 
cotton yarn for durability.  Your handmade item will be appreciat-
ed by our clients, to be sure! 



 

An Interview with Retiring Team Leader, Patra Magnus 
 
Patra retires from her position as Team Leader after serving 
15 years in the position.  Asked what drew her to Catholic 
Charities (CCWNY), she explained she first came to CCWNY 
and Ladies of Charity (LOC) Program when Eileen Nowak was 
promoted from LOC to Director of Parish Outreach and Advo-
cacy within Catholic Charities, creating a need for someone to 
oversee the day to day operations of the LOC Center on 
Broadway.  Eileen had met Patra during her interactions with the Broadway-Fillmore Busi-
ness Association meetings she participated.  Eileen recognized the need to hire someone 
who was friendly with the Broadway-Fillmore neighborhood.  Patra fit the bill. 
 
In response to a question of how she would like to be remembered, Patra responded “as a 
person you can depend on to get the job done correctly and in a timely manner”.  Anyone 
who has worked at our Center on Broadway will acknowledge Patra has been a huge asset 
in our interactions with the community and multi-cultures that live nearby.  Much of our ability 
to deliver our ministries over the last 15 years depended on the support Patra provided. 
 
When asked if there were any memorable characters she has encountered over the years; 
her immediate response is Patty Palmiter, who she called the “workhorse” of LOC.  Others 
that came to mind were Estelle Anderson, Dorothy Gietl and Lillian Nichter.  From these la-
dies she learned not to sell anyone short; they were capable beyond what you imagined they 
would be able to handle.  Topping the list of the accomplishments she is most proud of, her 
children readily come to mind.  They are her “most prized” possession.   Patra also shared 
that she is proud that she was able to advocate for the local community with LOC.  She is 
happy that she was able to improve LOC’ members understanding of the neighborhood and 
multiple cultures.  “It is not an easy place to live.  What may come easy for our members - 
might take longer to get to for those living on a low income who also have a lot of responsibil-
ity”. 
 
For her replacement, she offers the following advice:  “Be patient, slow down and appreciate 
the volunteers, clients and customers.  Everything is not black and white.”  Patra plans to 
take the first month to rest and then she will volunteer with Broadway-Fillmore Neighborhood 
Housing Services.  She will stay very involved with the community.  She will also continue to 
serve as a docent with Explore Buffalo which she has been active with for 10 years already 
and will also continue her photography.   
 
LOC members, CCWNY employees and volunteers from the WNY Association for the Blind 
gathered on Patra’s last day to wish her a very healthy, happy and rewarding retirement.   
God Bless you Patra! 



 

 

With an Open and Giving Heart,  
Please Renew Your Commitment to the Ladies of Charity 

The New Membership Period Begins August 1st. 
 

WHO WE ARE 

 The Ladies of Charity have been in the Diocese of Buffalo for over 80+ years serv-
ing the poor and those in need through parish and diocesan ministries.  

 We embrace the ideas of Saints Vincent de Paul and Louise de Marillac.  

 Our membership includes more than 300 women. 

 The Ladies of Charity serves Christ by sharing their time and treasure with the less 
fortunate. 

 We have a shared purpose with Catholic Charities of WNY and lend hands-on and 
financial support to serve their clients providing household goods, clothing, layettes, 
Christmas gifts, backpacks, First Communion outfits, school supplies, etc.  

 Our members serve the less fortunate through our ministries, including operating a 
thrift store in the Broadway-Fillmore community. 

 We advocate for those whose voice may not be heard. 

 Our members are compassionate, committed, service-minded women who want to 
make a difference in our community.   

 We welcome all new members and ideas to extend our service to areas of the com-
munity needing assistance. 

 

Payton Cotter, Jackie Bieber and Sophia DiMarzio       Bennett Lulek                        Sally Kingsley and Cindy Wagner 
        

Party Saturday  - a Huge Success! 
The Diocese of Buffalo Ladies of Charity (LOC) held their 4th annual “Party Saturday” gift card 
and theme basket raffle on Saturday, April 30th.  The event was attended by more than 100 
members and friends .  The money raised will be used to directly support LOC ministries.  The 
Ladies of Charity thank the many volunteers who gave their support planning, setting up the 
event, selling tickets, making and donating theme baskets, donating gift cards, and helping 
out on event day. They also extend their appreciation to the many local businesses that do-
nated gift cards and certificates from their businesses for the raffle.  Many volunteers helped 
to make the event so enjoyable and such a huge success.  Some of the volunteers (pictured 
above) included three members of the Junior Ladies of Charity from St. Mary of the Assump-
tion Parish, Payton Cotter, Jackie Bieber and Sophia DiMarzio and LOC Director Julie Lulek’s 
son Bennett who did a great job calling the drawing numbers!  Also pictured are LOC Mem-
bers Sally Kingsley and Cindy Wagner.    
Many Thanks to all! 



 

A BIG Thank you  to the Ladies of Chari-
ty from Bergen who conducted a “Lenten 
Briefs” Project at St. Brigid’s and at their 
sister parish, Our Lady of  Mercy parish 
of Leroy.  Hundreds of new underwear  
and socks were collected and donated to 
LOC’s Clothing Referral Ministry during 
Lent.  Clients referred to LOC  by 
CCWNY for clothing are provided new 
underwear and socks for each person in 
their household. The carload was deliv-
ered by  Leanne Hawley and her parents 
Norm and Sandy Pawlak. pictured on the 
right.  Thank you so Very Much! 

JUNIOR LADIES OF CHARITY SUMMER ACTIVITIES 
    St. Mary’s Junior Ladies of Charity are on the go this summer, finding ways to assist those 
in need in our community. They have been focusing on their friends at Symphony Manor in 
Lancaster and spent an afternoon there sprucing up the grounds around the entrance, weeding 
and planting flowers. The girls brought a platter of cookies along and the Activities Director 
provided lemonade. Some of the residents sat on the front patio enjoying both the refresh-
ments and the company! The girls plan on a return trip this summer to spruce up the patio off 
the activity room and plans to hold a Hawaiian Party are also in the works.  
      The Junior Ladies were able to move their monthly meetings outdoors again, utilizing the 
outdoor pavilion at St. Mary’s Parish for the summer months. At the June meeting, they pre-
pared Father’s Day gifts for the male residents at The Manor, decorating paper lunch bags and 
filling them with chips, cookies and chocolates. Our St. Mary’s LOC helped fund the project! 
The girls also took the time to walk through the cemetery to place flowers at the gravesite of 
the Sisters of St. Francis who were the first to teach at St. Mary’s School in the 1800’s, and 
prayers were said on their behalf. The group also voted to sponsor three students at the Mis-
sion in Nicaragua for the school year and also purchase a pig for a family in Nicaragua. 
        The Juniors have been assisting Mrs. Janice Ferguson with the LOC School Backpack 
Program, inventorying school supplies and will continue assisting with the project throughout 
the summer. The Juniors are also preparing for their annual weekend long fund raising Bake 
Sale at St. Mary’s. The money raised will be enough to fund all their projects in the coming 
year. Elections for three new officers will also be held during the bake sale. 
         St. Mary’s Parish is on the road to renewal and as part of that movement we have just 
extended an invitation to young ladies from the five other parishes in our Faith Family to join 
our Junior Ladies of Charity. We look forward to the opportunity to make new friends and 
welcome them into our group this summer!!! 



 

Ladies of Charity “Lots of Clothes” Thrift Store 
1122 Broadway, Buffalo 

Open Monday through Friday from 10 AM to 2 PM 
(716) 895-4001 

Affordable prices for clothing, jewelry, books, shoes, toys and seasonal items.  All 
are new or gently used. 

 

Catholic Charities of Buffalo  
 

Ladies of Charity 
1122 Broadway 
Buffalo, NY  14212 
 

Ladies of Charity a volunteer 
organization of Catholic Charities  
 

Return Service Requested 

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of the Charity Link is October 14, 2022.  
Please e-mail items to: Ann Marie George at amhgeorge@gmail.com. 

In Memoriam 
We remember these Ladies of Charity who passed away between March and May 2022.  We 

honor and thank them for their many Works of Mercy toward improving the lives of those 
living in poverty throughout our community. 

   
 Bernice Aloysius   Giovanna Castex   
 Dorothy Ciezki   Sister Christine Diensberg, OSF 
 Thelma Dobosz  Mary Jeanne McIntyre  
 Betty Milone    Grace Neureuther  
 Margaret Terranova 


